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Title | of division JJ of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Pub. L. No. 117-328)

[DIVISION JJ—NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALES
TITLE I—NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALES AND REGULATIONS

SEC. 101. NORTH ATLANTIC RIGHT WHALES AND REGULATIONS.

(@) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of law except as provided in
subsection (b), for the period beginning on the date of enactment of this Act and ending on
December 31, 2028, the Final Rule amending the regulations implementing the Atlantic Large
Whale Take Reduction Plan (86 Fed. Reg. 51970) shall be deemed sufficient to ensure that the
continued Federal and State authorizations of the American lobster and Jonah crab fisheries are
in full compliance with the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). The National Marine Fisheries
Service shall—

(1) throughout the period described in the preceding sentence, in consultation with
affected States and fishing industry participants, promote the innovation and adoption of
gear technologies in the fisheries described in the preceding sentence, in order to
implement additional whale protection measures by December 31, 2028;

(2) promulgate new regulations for the American lobster and Jonah crab fisheries
consistent with the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) that take effect by
December 31, 2028, utilizing existing and innovative gear technologies, as appropriate;
and

(3) in consultation with affected States, submit an annual report to Congress on
the status of North Atlantic Right Whales, the actions taken and plans to implement
measures expected to not exceed Potential Biological Removal by December 31, 2028,
the amount of serious injury and mortality by fishery and country, and the proportion of
the American lobster and Jonah crab fisheries that have transitioned to innovative gear
technologies that reduce harm to the North Atlantic Right Whale.

(b) ExcepTION.—The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to an existing
emergency rule, or any action taken to extend or make final an emergency rule that is in place on
the date of enactment of this Act, affecting lobster and Jonah crab.]



